Course Overview:  Media

Instructor:

Michael Metzler

Home Phone:

507-583-2484 (for emergencies only)

e-mail address:
mmetzler@owatonna.k12.mn.us
web site:
http://www.owatonna.k12.mn.us (Classroom Connections/Language Arts/Metzler)
Course Description:

This elective course will examine the mass media, both print (newspapers & magazines) and electronic (TV/Film, radio, internet).  Students will become more critical recipients of media messages by intensively scrutinizing not only the message itself, but also those factors which influence the message.

Texts:
Understanding Mass Communication by DeFleur & Dennis (Houghton Mifflan, ©1998)

Misc. articles & audio/visual programs

Assignments:

Include but are not limited to . . . 
(Reading from the textbook & misc. articles

(Keeping a journal for personal reflections, notes, and a media diary

(Partaking in daily discussions & in-class exercises (both individual & group)

(Researching outside of class

(Presenting findings to the class

(A culminating group presentation

Assessment:
Grades for the term will be a percentage of the total points possible for the term.  So, if there are 1,000 points available and you receive 900, then you have 90%.  If you have 500, then you have 50%.  The percentages translate into the following letter grades:


100-95%
=
A


76-74

=
C


  94-90

=
A-


73-70

=
C-


  89-87

=
B+


69-67%
=
D+


  86-84

=
B


66-64

=
D


  83-80

=
B-


63-60

=
D-


  79-77

=
C+


59-(

=
F

( Quizzes


@ 20-50 pts each

( Journal(s)


@ 100 pts each

( Misc. written work

@ 30-100 pts each

( Final Group Project

@ 200 pts each

NOTE:  YOU MUST SUBMIT ALL WRITTEN WORK TO PASS!!  That means that if you have 99%, but do not submit a written assignment, you fail.  It’s pretty straightforward. If an assignment is turned in late, you will receive a zero, and your course grade will be reduced 1 letter. Four late submissions will result in a failing grade for the course, and you will be withdrawn. 

Expectations:
· Be here.  Be on time.  Be actively engaged and ready to have fun

· Be critical and think

· Be kind to others






