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"The play’s the thing."
-Shakespeare’s Hamlet

"Save the drama for your momma."- Some t-shirt I saw
Dear Drama Students:

Imagine standing alone on a stage, looking out at an auditorium full of people.  Would you find it frightening or intimidating?  How ‘bout exhilarating?  Would it be tougher than when you were a little tyke, standing in front of your bedroom mirror and belting out songs from Disney movies?  Probably.  However, when you’re in front of your own little mirror, you’re not really altering lives.  When you’re on a stage, you very well could be.   That’s what makes drama such a powerful artform.
When Hamlet said, “The play’s the thing,” he meant a little production – what’s called a “play within the play” – that would help him get some revenge against an uncle.  But the real drama for the audience is what’s going on inside Hamlet’s head and heart, and what they’re experiencing as they watch it unfold.  So, the play is clearly the thing, but it’s the “playing” between an actor and an audience that creates the magic.  It’s what transforms a fake and contrived show by a bunch of thespians on some planks of hardwood into a life-changing experience for those who see it.  The audience members become moved emotionally, intellectually and spiritually, and they can’t stop talking about it for weeks.  Their lives have been changed and, because they are a part of the world, the world has been changed, too.  

So, apparently, the play’s the thing that can change the world.  A playwright sits with a blank piece of paper and writes something down, he turns it over to an actor who shares it with someone plopped down in a theater seat.  Three human beings collaborating to create a living artform.  And like all literature, it’s a human endeavor that comes to life, where we come to see who we are, how the world works, and how we might shape it into something a little better.  Now, that’s a far cry from a kid with an upside-down hairbrush in front of a mirror!

This term, let’s play together in the hope of changing ourselves and our world.
Warmest regards,

Michael Metzler
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